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Western Regional Panel Update, No. 14
2002 ANNUAL MEETING CONVENED IN SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH, SEPTEMBER 11 AND 12

Western Regional Panel members were welcomed to Salt Lake City, September 11 by Chair, Scott Smith, who spoke of the vision and accomplishments of the Panel. Morning presentations included Patterns of Introduction and Prevention, National Aquatic Invasive Species Act Reauthorization and Research funds available from NOAA. Updates from the National Invasive Species Council and Advisory Committee as well as the ANS Task Force rounded out the morning.  The Panel approved several changes to the Procedures at the afternoon business meeting and then heard a report on State ANS planning, a discussion of the progress of a screening process on a national level, about implementation of Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Point to prevent spread of ANS, and how the States are currently regulating bait fish.

Thursday morning began with a panel presentation on Atlantic Salmon in the Northwest – State and Provincial Perspectives. Committee members then met and developed their work plans for 2003 which were discussed by the Panel and consolidated into a Panel Work Plan.
ANS TASK FORCE APPROVES MANAGEMENT PLANS FOR ALASKA AND MONTANA


At the ANS Task Force Meeting in Honolulu, Hawaii on November 14, Bob Piorkowski from Alaska and Tom Gallagher from Montana presented their state ANS Management Plans. Both plans were approved and are now eligible for implementation funding from the US Fish and Wildlife Service. For more information about State ANS Management Plans, contact Shawn Alum, (703-358-2025) or shawn_alum@fws.gov.

STATE UPDATE

Alaska The Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G) completed writing the Alaska ANS plan in early October. It was approved by the Aquatic Nuisance Species Task Force during their fall meeting. It is posted on the ADF&G web page (http://www.state.ak.us/adfg/).  ADF&G continues to administer a contract with Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission (PSMFC) to research various marine and freshwater invasive species problems on the West Coast. Atlantic salmon and green crab invasive species cards developed by the ADF&G and the USFWS Alaska Region are now being distributed to the public. Public ANS education continues along with regular responses to media inquiries. Limited pike eradication work was carried out on the Kenai Peninsula. The problem of Atlantic salmon escapees continues to receive considerable attention and effort from state and federal staff. WRP Contact Bob Piorkowski (907-465-6109), bob_piorkowski@fishgame.state.ak.us
California Governor Gray Davis signed a bill into law creating an ANS Council. The Council will be chaired by the Director of the California Department of Fish and Game and will be comprised of agency and stakeholder group representatives. The Council will help coordinate a comprehensive approach to the management of ANS and oversee the progress of the Department in the development of the ANS Plan. Furthermore, the Council will review and comment on proposals for new or amended management plans, review any proposed site-specific regulations, and serve as a clearinghouse for information. 

A kick-off meeting with state agency representatives was held in August, and the first of two stakeholder meetings was held in November. The second meeting will be held early in 2003, and a draft report is expected shortly thereafter.


California continues to combat the invasive marine alga, Caulerpa taxifolia. Surveillance of high risk sites continues and the last sighting of the plant was in September.


The CALFED interagency Nonnative Invasive Species (NIS) Program has a new coordinator, Erin Williams, and a watershed coordinator who works directly with watershed groups to coordinate NIS activities on the ground. CALFED funded NIS projects include species such as invasive spartina, purple loosestrife, Arundo donax, zebra mussels, and Asian clams. Additional projects include outreach/education to industries involved in importation or transportation of nonnative species, ballast water, and the creation of a restoration guidebook. WRP Contact Susan Ellis (916-653-8983), sellis@dfg.ca.gov. CALFED Contact Erin Williams (209-946-6400), erin_williams@fws.gov
Kansas Kansas Wildlife and Parks asked the Kansas Wildlife Commission to add all species of snakehead fish to the prohibited species list for Kansas. Although federal law now prohibits snakeheads, Kansans can still possess and sell them within the state. The Commission is also considering adding white perch to the prohibited list, following Indiana’s lead to require the anglers kill any white perch caught. WRP Contact Tom Mosher (620-342-0658), tomm@wp.state.ks.us.
New Mexico The New Mexico Department of Game and Fish is working with Governor-elect Bill Richardson’s Transition Team to expand the Department’s activities to prevent the introduction and spread of ANS in New Mexico. This initiative will support public outreach programs focused on educating boaters about their role to prevent the spread of ANS to western waters, and the dissemination of information (e.g. signs, watch cards, boat maintenance pamphlets) regarding ANS at state agency offices and at areas of high public use on state lands. WRP Contact Brian Lang (505-476-8108), blang@state.nm.us
South Dakota South Dakota Department of Game, Fish and Parks has updated and revised the section in the 2003 South Dakota Fishing Handbook regarding ANS. A new regulation passed in 2002 regarding the importation of bait. “Licensed anglers may not import bait except for fathead minnows, golden shiners, creek chubs, or white suckers without an importation permit. It is illegal to bring nonnative bait into South Dakota.”  The new ANS biologist for the state is Jeff Shearer. WRP Contact Jeff Shearer (605-773-2743), jeff.shearer@state.sd.us
Utah The Utah ANS Action Team met in November to discuss progress and plans for 2003. Development of a state ANS Management Plan is the main activity for 2003. 


Zebra mussel monitoring reports were received from 31 locations in the state.


A new invader, the New Zealand mudsnail, was discovered by Dr. Mark Vinson in the Green River below Flaming Gorge dam. The discovery elicited a number of media releases and outreach activities alerting the public. Vinson has been retained to inventory major waters of the state for the snail and thus far has identified four new sites; on the Bear, Little Bear, Logan and Provo rivers.


Utah Division of Wildlife Resources hosted a Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Point workshop for ANS in June, which was attended by about 40 professionals from the Rocky Mountain area. WRP Contact Randy Radant (801-538-4760), randyradant@utah.gov or Don Archer (801-538-4817), donarcher@utah.gov.

PROVINCIAL UPDATE

Alberta Alberta continues to monitor and control purple loosestrife. The number of sites and plants within the existing sites has declined significantly since initiation of the Alberta Purple Loosestrife Eradication Program in 1994. In 2002, reports indicate previously recorded purple loosestrife sites in southern Alberta had substantially more newly germinated plants, likely due to an abnormally wet season. In areas that experienced drought conditions, sites had lower numbers of plants than previous years. Although new sites were discovered in 2002, most of these were small infestations (one to five plants) and have been controlled by physical removal or spraying with tricolopyr. Biological control using the leaf feeding beetle (Galerucella calmarienisin) has been implemented successfully at a large infestation in the Edmonton area. WRP Contact Rob Burland (403-382-4015), rob.burland@gov.ab.ca.
British Columbia BC Ministry of Water Land and Air Protection set up a committee in 2002 to examine alien species and their effects on biodiversity in British Columbia. It is expected that an alien species strategy will be developed by March 2003. Broad scale mapping within the province is documenting species, ecosystems at risk, biodiversity richness and is looking at the values and threats to these values by alien species. 

Ballast regulatory issues continue at the coast-wide coordination level to establish consistency with other jurisdictions along the Pacific Coast. The origin and identity of invertebrate organisms being transported to Canada’s Pacific coast by ballast water was published by the Department of Fisheries and Oceans. WRP Contacts Pat Lim at Dept. of Fisheries and Oceans (604-666-6529) limP@pac.dfo-mpo.bc.ca and Gary Caine at BC Fisheries (250-897-7545), gary.caine@gems7.gov.vbc.ca.
Manitoba Boater inspections of recreational watercraft continued throughout the 2002 season. No zebra mussels or vegetation were found on any water-based equipment. The program will continue throughout the 2003 season. The Manitoba Committee on Introductions and Transfers of Aquatic Organisms will be adding a number of potentially invasive exotic species to the provincial Fisheries Regulation, thus making it illegal to transport these species into the province. WRP Contact Dwight Williamson (204-945-7030), dwilliamso@gov.mb.ca or Wendy Ralley (204-945-8146), wralley@gov.mb.ca.

Saskatchewan Saskatchewan is currently in the final stages of official adoption of the Saskatchewan Biodiversity Action Plan. Addressing the threats posed to biodiversity by invasives is a primary objective of the proposed plan and a priority issue for Saskatchewan Environment. Concurrent with recent organizational changes, a formal Provincial Invasive Exotic Species Strategy is being initiated. The Strategy is expected to involve the development of a multi-stakeholder working group, a risk assessment and prioritization process for evaluating invasives, and policy and regulations aimed at preventing or reducing the negative impacts of invasives on the environment. New WRP Contact Ann Gerry (306-787-1835), agerry@serm.gov.sk.ca.
OTHER MEMBERS
Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission The PSMFC has begun its ANS outreach program in the Missouri Valley. The goal of this project, funded by the US Fish and Wildlife Service and Bonneville Power Administration, is to reduce the threat of zebra mussel infestations west of the 100th Meridian posed by the Lewis and Clark Bicentennial from trailered watercraft. In September 2002, ANS education outreach packets were distributed to marinas and portage operators on the Missouri River. In October, Bill Zook, formerly the ANS Coordinator with the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife, began outreach activities. Bill visited marinas along the Missouri River in Nebraska, North Dakota, South Dakota and Montana over a two-week period and found interest and cooperation everywhere. WRP Contact Stephen Phillips (503-650-5400), stephen_phillips@psmfc.org.

COMING UP
WRP 2003 Annual Meeting – Mid-September  in La Jolla, California.  More information will be available this spring on the WRP web site:  http://answest.fws.gov
100TH Meridian – Colorado River Basin Team – January 17 at Lake Mead National Recreation Area, Boulder City, Nevada.  More information can be found on the 100th Meridian web site:  www.100thmeridian.org.
100th Meridian Annual Meeting – Atchison, Kansas the first week of June in conjunction with the Missouri River Conference. More information will be available this spring on the 100th Meridian web site (see address above).
12th International Conference on Aquatic Invasive Species – June 9-12 in Windsor, Canada.  For information, go to www.aquatic-invasive-species-conference.org
FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO CONTRIBUTE TO “NUISANCE NOTES”, CONTACT Tina Proctor (303-236-7862, ext. 260 or bettina_proctor@fws.gov 
For WRP updates, consult http://answest.fws.gov
