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2003 ANNUAL MEETING CONVENED IN LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA

Western Regional Panel members were welcomed to Salt Lake City, September 11, 2003 by Chair, Scott Smith, who spoke of the vision and accomplishments of the Panel. Morning presentations included Patterns of Introduction and Prevention, National Aquatic Invasive Species Act Reauthorization and Research funds available from NOAA. Updates from the National Invasive Species Council and Advisory Committee as well as the ANS Task Force rounded out the morning.  The Panel approved several changes to the Guide to Procedures at the afternoon business meeting and then heard a report on State ANS planning, a discussion of the progress of a screening process on a national level, about implementation of Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Point to prevent spread of ANS, and how the States are currently regulating bait fish.

Thursday morning began with a panel presentation on Atlantic Salmon in the Northwest – State and Provincial Perspectives. Committee members then met and developed their work plans for 2003 which were discussed by the Panel and consolidated into a Panel Work Plan.
STATE UPDATE
Alaska A full time invasive species program coordinator, Bob Piorkowski, was hired in June 2003. A major accomplishment was securing program funding. The program received a USFWS grant to develop a Pike Management Plan and carry out control work. A report about ANS pathways for the southcentral region is in progress. Activities include dozens of educational outreach presentations to media, professional organizations, and sportsman’s groups. Legislation to support an Invasive Species Council has not  been introduced. Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Point (HACCP) training will be offered in Alaska in conjunction with USFWS. Atlantic salmon surveys will begin this summer. WRP contact:  Bob Piorkowski, (907-465-6109), robert_piorkowski@fishgame.state.ak.us
California Several new populations of New Zealand mud snail have been found in California rivers. Department of Fish and Game (DFG) biologists are working with stakeholders to address this problem and limit further spread. New watch cards are being distributed and a consortium of angling groups is sponsoring the development and posting of streamside notification signs. Hatchery operations have been alerted to the potential for new infestations and are taking precautions to make sure that they don’t have mud snails in their facilities. USFWS, DFG and stakeholders are examining potential decontamination methods for fishing gear.


State and federal agencies and stakeholders are cautiously optimistic regarding the eradication of Caulerpa taxifolia from southern California. Caulerpa was last detected in November 2002. A formal declaration of eradication will not occur until at least three years have past since the last living tissue was discovered. Surveys of the known infestation sites and other high priority sites continue. WRP Contact: Susan Ellis (916-653-8983), sellis@dfg.ca.gov. CALFED Contact Erin Williams (209-946-6400), erin_williams@fws.gov
Kansas Sampling will begin in mid-April for zebra mussels in El Dorado Reservoir, along with settling and growth estimates, and stomach content analyses of fish. The reservoir has returned to full pool from the draw down in December. Millions of zebra mussels were killed; however, many more than expected were found in deeper water. The mussels have been in the lake at least two years and possibly three. 


Plans are to post all entrances of the reservoir and boat ramps. Newspaper coverage will be targeted before the major boating season. Sampling substrates will be distributed to all major lakes this season. Recreational boater information will be gathered and added to the 100th Meridian database.

The Missouri River boat ramps will be posted by mid-April in preparation for the Lewis and Clark events.  WRP Contact:  Tom Mosher, (620-342-0658), tomm@wp.state.ks.us
Montana Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks hired Eileen Ryce as the Aquatic Nuisance Species Coordinator in February 2004. Some of the main activities which have been initiated or completed this spring are:

Protocols were developed for cleaning and disinfection of equipment used by field workers. This includes procedures for appending to Collection Permits and pocket cards distributed with guidelines on preventing the spread of exotics.

Procedures were developed for wildland fire suppression activities including cleaning and disinfecting all equipment including those used in aerial suppression activities. Fire crews received maps of species of concern.

Check stations are being set up to inspect and clean every boat participating in fishing tournaments prior to launch. MT FWP employees and volunteers are staffing inspections stations.


Five Traveler Information Systems are now in operation, providing information on cleaning boats to prevent spread of ANS.


Signs have been installed at all Fishing Access Sites and Boat launch sites on the Missouri River and the reservoirs.


New Zealand mud snail (nzms) distribution monitoring has been started. To date, six watersheds in Montana contain nzms and the spread appears to be slowing.


Zebra mussel substrates have been deployed in all major reservoirs.


ANS are being featured in the 2005 Montana Noxious Weeds Calendar. 36,000 calendars are being printed and will be distributed to the public free of charge. A car wash token for $4, donated by a local car wash company, will be in every calendar.  WRP Contact: Eileen Ryce, (406-453-2275), eryce@state.mt.us
New Mexico The New Mexico Dept. of Game and Fish (GDF) denied a request to import the Australian redclaw crayfish for the purposes of aquaculture for the food industry. The applicant has filed for an extension to appeal this denial with the State Game Commission. New Mexico DGF is preparing its position statement.


New Mexico DGF also has been in contact with State Parks to post ANS signs at state-owned lakes. WRP Contact: Brian Lang (505-476-8108), blang@state.nm.us
North Dakota North Dakota’s efforts were focused on education and monitoring. A 12-minute video was developed which identifies ANS problems and protocols for cleaning boats and equipment; it will be distributed to wildlife clubs, fishing clubs, fishing tournament directors and others. An ANS brochure was supplied to each boater who renewed a boat registration, posters on ANS were displayed at the State Fair and Red River Valley Fair, and new ANS information appeared in the 2004-20006 fishing guide.


ANS inspection activities were done at 10 fishing tournaments. Eighty-seven water bodies were surveyed for ANS and no new infestations were found. Pet stores were contacted to find source of Koi carp to determine if there should be concerns about disease importation problems.  WRP Contact: Terry Steinwand, (701-328-6313 tsteinwa@state.nd.us; Lynn Schlueter (701-662-3617), lschluet@state.nd.us
South Dakota Zebra mussel veligers were sampled below Ft. Randall and Gavin's Pt. Dams on the Missouri River during the summer of 2003.  While no adult zebra mussels were detected, the presence of veligers suggests that adult zebra mussel populations now exist in the Missouri River along the South Dakota /

Nebraska border. South Dakota Depart-ment of Game, Fish & Parks (GFP) has initiated several actions in response to this discovery. State fish hatcheries will be adopting standard operating procedures currently used by the Gavin's Point National Fish Hatchery which withdraws water directly from the Missouri River near where veligers were discovered. South Dakota GFP has also developed and implemented sampling gear and watercraft standard operating procedures to reduce the risk of spreading aquatic nuisance species, including zebra mussels, during field sampling activities.


Veliger sampling will continue during the summer of 2004 below Ft. Randall and Gavin's Pt. Dams. Sampling effort will be contingent upon available funding. Given the size of the Missouri River in this area, active sampling for adult zebra mussels may not be feasible. Passive sampling gears will be used to sample for adult zebra mussels.


The National Park Service and U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service will be convening

a task force of various entities to discuss future efforts and strategies within the Gavin's Point and Ft. Randall Dam areas.


Public outreach and education activities recently implemented within South

Dakota include two billboards advertising an ANS prevention message. The bill-boards are located along I-90 near the MN / SD border and along I-29 near the SD / IA border and read "Leave Aquatic Hitchhikers Behind: Clean Watercraft After Each Use." The 100th Meridian.org web site is also included on the billboards. Two Traveler Information Stations (TIS) units will soon be installed and broadcasting an ANS prevention message. One TIS unit will be located at the Ft. Randall Dam Visitor's Center and another will be located at the Oahe Downstream State Park near Pierre, SD. WRP Contact: Jeff Shearer (605-773-2743), jeff.shearer@state.sd.us
Texas A combination of last year’s control efforts and favorable weather may have paid off in the lower Rio Grande valley. Last summer 475 acres of water hyacinth were mechanically shredded, 150 acres of water hyacinth were treated with herbicide, and 26,595 triploid grass carp were released in the Rio Grande between McAllen and Brownsville. The region has received more rain this year than it has since the mid-to-late 90’s. Consequently, there is very little exotic vegetation left in the river below McAllen at this point. Texas Parks and Wildlife (TPWD) will monitor the river closely and remove or treat water hyacinth wherever possible during this growing season. Additionally, TPWD is in the process of developing new procedures based on a combination of GPS and GIS technologies to improve the reliability of vegetation surveys conducted on all public water bodies, including the Rio Grande.  WRP Contact: Earl Chilton, (512-389-4652), earl.chilton@tpwd.state.tx.us
Washington Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife and the Washington State Patrol are working with state legislators to develop and implement a program designed to prevent the spread of invasive species from recreational watercraft. The program will require legislation and a funding source to implement, which could happen in 2005.

WRP Contact: Scott Smith, (360-902-2724), smithsss@dfw.wa.gov
PROVINCIAL UPDATE

Alberta In the Province of Alberta, there are a total of 200 recorded Purple loosestrife sites since the inception of the Purple Loosestrife program in1991. Of these sites, 27 have shown no plants for 5 years or more and an additional 138 have shown no plants in 2003. Seven new sites were reported in 2003. 


Plant numbers show a significant decline in 2003 and this may be associated with the drought conditions of 2002. The main method of control continues to be hand pulling and digging and where feasible chemical application of Garlon 4 (tricolopyr). Also, the biological control site west of the City of Edmonton shows a slight reduction in plant stand and no seed production. This difficult-to-access marshy site has historically been very difficult to control and the release of the leaf-feeding beetle Galerucella calmarienisis in 1998 and has successfully reduced the flowering spikes as much as 90%. 


The Program continues to be successful through awareness, education and public participation. As infestation levels decline, it is essential that landowners become more active in keeping their properties free of purple loosestrife. WRP Contact Rob Burland (403-382-4015), rob.burland@gov.ab.ca.
British Columbia Spartina anglica was discovered in Roberts Bank, BC. This is a marine mudflat on the outer Fraser River estuary, a major river of British Columbia which discharges into the Strait of Georgia. In September 2003, seed heads were clipped and incinerated. The rhizomes were then dug by volunteers. In November other stands were discovered. An action plan for 2004 has been developed involving agencies, volunteer groups and local government in BC as well as Washington. The WRP will be funding a cross border eradication program. 

BC is participating in the Columbia Zebra Mussel Exclusion Strategy to help prevent accidental introduction in to the Columbia River. Information will be collected from recreational boaters in the Candia portion of the Columbia Basin with the data added to the 100th Meridian database to identify key areas to establish awareness programs.


European Green Crab (Carcinus maenas) continues to be found in small numbers in inlets of the West Coast of Vancouver Island. The public has been engaged to look for both the European Green Crab and the Chinese Mitten Crab through notices in creational fishing guides. No Mitten Crab sightings have been confirmed.

The Fraser Basin Council has released the Invasive Plan Strategy for British Columbia which targets the spread of alien, non-native plant species that are invading grasslands, forests, and lakes. An Invasive Plant Council of British Columbia will be established to coordinate management activities province-wide, improve compliance with current and new legislation, establish research priorities and coordinate public awareness programs. WRP Contacts Pat Lim at Dept. of Fisheries and Oceans (604-666-6529) limP@pac.dfo-mpo.bc.ca and Gary Caine at BC Fisheries (250-897-7545), gary.caine@gems7.gov.vbc.ca.
Manitoba The boater inspection and survey program will continue in 2004.  Visiting boaters entering Canada at the southeastern border crossings in Manitoba will be surveyed and their equipment inspected for aquatic invasive species as outlined in the 100th Meridian Inspection documents.  


The provincial government has recently proposed new enabling legislation for the protection of water (http://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/sess/b022e.php). Inclusive in this Act will be regulations governing, regulating, or prohibiting invasive species.  These regulations are currently being drafted.  


Manitoba is represented on the National Aquatic Invasive Species Task Force along with all other provinces and territories. The framework document is ready for public consultation.  Manitoba will be presenting this document to regional stakeholders in late April 2004 for review and comment. WRP Contact Dwight Williamson (204-945-7030), dwilliamso@gov.mb.ca or Wendy Ralley (204-945-8146), wralley@gov.mb.ca.
FEDERAL UPDATE
Environmental Protection Agency An internal compliance plan is being developed for EPA Region 10 to ensure compliance with the Executive Order 13112. Each office management team and staff has been visited to brainstorm action items. There will be a regional EPA invasive species removal project for Earth Day. Two to four presentations on invasive species are given each month, internally and externally. Upcoming presentations include the international meeting of the Society of Wetland Scientists this summer and the WA small farm expo. 

An invasive species web page for EPA web site is in progress. Invasive species sections are incorporated into the new WA Department of Ecology/Corps/EPA joint mitigation guidance to be released in April. Another project is to ensure that new EPA grants for this fiscal year have an invasive species condition placed in the grants.  WRP Contact:  Joan Cabreza, (206-553-7369), cabreza.joan@epa.gov
National Park Service Arches National Park is taking deliberate and strategic action to address harmful invasive weeds and fire fuels that threaten natural resources. Toward that end, 14 NPS Exotic Plant Management Teams (EPMT) were deployed in Arches NP March 9-14 to control the invasive fire fuel tamarisk. This is the first ever large-scale deployment of the teams. 


The park initiated the use of the incident command systems. An incident action plan was developed to organize the project, and efficiently and safely manage the workload. The objectives stated in the plan were met and in many instances exceeded.


The NPS is the first land management agency to apply the fire model to fight invasive plants. Using this model, the EPMT’s treated over 10,000 acres and leveraged $2.8 M partnership dollars in 2003.


Each of the 16 established teams has developed site-specific strategies for combating exotic plants that reflect the needs and resources of the more than 208 parks they serve. WRP Contact:  Linda Drees (910-225-3595), linda_drees@nps.gov
OTHER MEMBER UPDATE
Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission The process of placing Traveler Information Stations continues in the Missouri Valley. The three most likely sites to be up and running by Summer 2004 are in South Dakota (Oahe Downstream State Park and Ft. Randall Dam Visitor’s Center) and Montana (Missouri Headwaters State Park). Consultant Bill Zook continues his ANS outreach work along the Missouri River in conjunction with state and federal natural resource agencies. In 2004 and 2005 this work will expand to the Columbia Basin in conjunction with the westward movement of the Lewis and Clark Bicentennial.


PSMFC, with USFWS funding, has produced an audio PSA featuring the voices of Richard Kind and Patrick Warburton who are the “Clark and Lewis” characters featured on the Alaska/Horizon Airlines advertisements as well as television sitcoms. The PSA will be distributed to a broad radio listenership both east and west of the Mississippi.

San Francisco Estuary Project SFEP worked together with the USFWS to host a meeting for the National Caulerpa Management Plan Advisory Committee, in Oakland, California, February 25-26. It is anticipated that the draft plan will be submitted to the ANS Task Force in fall 2004. WRP Contact:  Marcia Brockbank (510-622-2325) mlb@rb2.swrcb.ca.gov

.
COMING UP
WRP 2004 Annual Meeting – September 8-10 at the Anchorage Sheraton in Anchorage, Alaska. For more information, consult the WRP web site:  http://answest.fws.gov
100th Meridian Annual Meeting – May 24 in Columbia, Missouri in conjunction with the Missouri River Natural Resources Conference and the ANS Task Force meeting. For more information, consult the web site: http://www.100thmeridian.org
13th International Conference on Aquatic Invasive Species – September 19-23, in Ennis, County Clare, Ireland. For information, go to www.aquatic-invasive-species-conference.org
The WRP is a co-sponsor of the North American Lake Management Society 2004 International Symposium  – Lakes:  Habitat for Fish, Habitat for People. November 3-5, in Victoria, BC Canada. For information, go to http://www.nalms.org/
FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO CONTRIBUTE TO “NUISANCE NOTES”, CONTACT Tina Proctor (303-236-4515 or bettina_proctor@fws.gov 
For WRP updates, consult http://answest.fws.gov
